
 Mackenzie King Parent Council Meeting Minutes 
Held in-person at MKPS on Wednesday March 26, 2025 

6:00 – 7:30 pm 
 
 
Attendees: Mary Litwiller, Alex Hebert, Alyssa Campbell, Tracey Ebert, Kayla Tripp (Teacher), 
Sharlene McHolm (Principal), Heather White, Mart Dunn 
Absent: Denise Wardel, Mellissa Jeffery, Amiee Ross, Erin McCabe, Janine Brubacher, Lara 
Hopcroft 
 

• 6:00pm – Meeting Commence 
o Quorum (5 of 8 voting members); removed Denise Wardle as voting member as they 

have not met the attendance requirements. 
o Approve Meeting minutes from 13Nov2024 & 11Dec2024 

▪ Motion to approve Alex Hebert, seconded by Mary Litwiller – all approved 
 

• 6:05pm – Principal’s Report 
o A crossing guard audit & report was completed for intersection at Lackner & 

Keewatin. The audit looked for how often kids (from any school) have to cross the 
lane of traffic when a vehicle is turning the corner. Based on report, we did not meet 
the threshold for a crossing guard at that intersection.  

o Since last meeting various in school events/speakers  
▪ Ventriloquist 
▪ Motivational speaker – words matter 
▪ High school student presentation for Black History Month; adventures for 

change (read a story and had kids interact); different programming for 
primary and juniors 

▪ Guelph Grotto rock climbing 
o Teachers & Staff have been supporting our students who recognize Ramadan during 

this time 
o 2 Conestoga College students supporting student wellbeing and community 

involvement are working in the school to support extra curricular activities 
▪ Started PALs (Playground Activity Leaders) for Gr 6 
▪ Lego club on Monday – lots of participation!  
▪ Clubs will go to end of April 
▪ Scotties Program – supporting data collection on overall program and 

participating in draws & prizes for weekly winners  
o Basketball junior teams is currently playing after school 

 
• 6:20pm – Teacher’s Report 

o Girls at Bat – April 15 start – ~64 girls  
▪ Tues Gr 3-4 3:15-4:30 
▪ Thurs Gr 5-6 3:15-4:30 

o Nutrition bin program has been running very successfully 
▪ $200-250 per month on food 
▪ Being used appropriately and often 

o Coding Club – Kayla Tripp running during nutrition break 2 days a week to cover 
Gr.3&4 and Gr.5&6 



o No upcoming field trips in April; these are being planned for May/June 
o Upcoming dates 

▪ 31Mar – PD Day 
▪ 11Apr – last day of baseball glove donation drive; donations from another 

elementary school 
▪ 11Apr – mismatched clothing day 
▪ 18Apr – Good Friday – no school 
▪ 21Apr – Easter Monday – no school  
▪ 22Apr – Earth Day – wear green/blue 

 
• 6:35pm – Treasurer’s Report 

o As of 3 weeks ago 
o Carry over ~$30,000 (playground + anything we didn’t spend last year) 
o Spending account ~$22,000 

 
• 6:40pm – Fundraising 

N/A 
 

• 6:40pm – Nutrition 
N/A 
 

• 6:40pm – Inquiring Minds 
o Registration forms have gone home with the kids and are due back on 04Apr 
o Event will be running Thurs May 22 
o Funds from Pro Grant 

 
• 6:45pm – End-of-Year Party 

o June 19th 5:30-7:30pm 
o Received superintendent approval for the event (requested by the Waterloo 

Regional Police) 
o Vendors/activities update/confirmed: 

▪ Police Auxiliary confirmed 
▪ Cruiser tour confirmed 
▪ bike shop confirmed 
▪ Student transportation is doing bike decorating  
▪ Brain injury will confirm closer to the event date 
▪ Food trucks & ice cream confirmed 
▪ Pending to hear from fire department for life safety program 
▪ Passports will happen again 

o Next steps is reaching out to community for prize donations (Canadian Tire, Stanley 
Park Community Center, etc.)  

o Sub committee will start meeting in April 
o Put out a call for any high school students who need volunteer hours. We’re looking 

for help and this event will count towards hours! 
 

• 6:55pm – Kindie Night – Parent Council Table 



o No date known yet – will keep this on the agenda 
 

• 6:55pm – Parent Engagement Survey/June Parent Council Meeting  
o Sharlene confirmed that a survey can be sent to parents via School Day 
o Survey to include things like: 

▪ Are you interested in school trips 
▪ Can you help with pizza/etc. 
▪ Driving understanding that there are many ways to get involved as a parent 

and that Parent Council is not synonymous with fundraising 
o Alex Herbert will draft a survey 
o Ideas for getting parents engaged? 

▪ Being on site when parents are here 
▪ Wear buttons 
▪ Draft a “sound bite” bit for teachers to put in their messages that go home 
▪ Talking to people  
▪ “fun” event where we can entice parents 

 
• 7:05pm – SCIS Committee at Mackenzie King  

o From WRAPSC –  discussion on Safe Caring and Inclusive schools committee 
▪ MCK has one, but currently no parents sitting on it. We have gr 6 kids sitting 

on the committee 
▪ Meets monthly 3rd week of the month Tuesday second nutrition break 
▪ Kid centric in what is discussed – SCOTTIES, spirit day 
▪ When kids are not involved discussions can be more in depth  

 
• 7:08pm – Fund Requests 

o MAC TRACK event (Paint, stopwatches, whistles) – requesting $500 
▪ Motion to approve Mary Litwiller, seconded by Heather White - all approved 

o Gr 6 celebration (locks and cupcakes) – requesting $500 
▪ Motion to approve Mary Litwiller, seconded by Alex Hebert - all approved 

o Gym equipment for recess (balls, etc.) – requesting $2000 
▪ Motion to approve Alex Hebert, seconded by Mary Litwiller - all approved 

o Classroom support - $200/teacher (22 teachers) - $4400 
▪ Motion to provided funds and to allow Teachers to use the funds as they see 

fit for their class (materials, field trips, etc.); Motioned by Alex Hebert, 
seconded by Alyssa Campbell - all approved 

o Noise cancelling headphones - $57/headset – requesting 32 sets – requesting 
$2100 to cover this expense 

▪ Motion to approve Alex Hebert, seconded by Mary Litwiller – all approved 
o Kindie Kingdom requests funds for outdoor items (sandbox, picnic tables, flexible 

outdoor instruments, etc.) – requesting $5000 
▪ Motion to approve Tracey Ebert, seconded by Marta Dunn - all approved 

o Walkie Talkies – requesting $400/set – requesting 10 – requesting a maximum of 
$4500 to cover this expense 

▪ Motion to approve Alyssa Campbell, seconded by Mary Litwiller – all 
approved 



 
• 7:30pm – Additional Items 

o N/A 
 

• 7:30pm – Adjournment 
 
 

 
Next meeting: 09Apr2025 @ 6-7:30PM in MKPS Library 

 


